Attempted suicides-35 years afterward.
Most follow-up studies of suicides are made after a relatively short period of time. The present study involved 229 attempted suicides (93 men and 136 women) hospitalized during the years 1933-1942. It was possible to trace 96.8% of the men and 95.6% of the women. An earlier investigation 0 to 12 years after hospitalization showed that in the first 4 years 9 men (9.7%) and 5 women (3.7%) had committed suicide. The observation time for the present study ranges from 21 to 42 years, with a mode of 35 years. It was found that an additional 4 men and 7 women had committed suicide in the interim-in the cases of 2 men and 6 women, 15 years or more after the initial attempt. This incidence of suicide so long after the original attempt, at least in the case of the women, statistically exceeds the expected incidence. In the time now elapsed, 10.9% of the study sample (14% of the men and 8.8% of the women) have taken their own lives.